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ARTICLE ONE - NAME

The name of this assembly is Camden Baptist Church.  It is incorporated as a non-profit 

(501 C-3) corporation under the laws of the state of Ohio.

ARTICLE TWO - PURPOSES

The purposes of this church shall be:

1.
To worship God in spirit and truth

2.
To honor and glorify God

3.
To preach, teach, and obey the Bible

4.
To seek the salvation of the lost through evangelism and missions at home and abroad

5.
To make disciples and build up the saints for the work of the ministry

6.
To administer the ordinances of baptism and communion

7.
To fellowship, to be partners and participators in the Christian Faith

ARTICLE THREE - DOCTRINE

Introduction:
Doctrine means teaching.  The Lord has taught us truth in His Word, and we are identifying major portions of truth in our doctrinal statement.  For the church to be strong and pure, we must all be of the same doctrine.  Also, to avoid apostasy and false doctrine, let our biblical position here be stated, that any who deny or disagree with our statement shall not be admitted or retained in membership.

1. The Holy Bible.  We believe the Word of God, in the original writings, from Genesis to Revelation, is totally without error or mistake.  The 66 books are the complete written revelation1 from God, and are the source of truth, instruction, guidance and authority for the church.  The scripture is settled and sure forever, abides forever, and can never be broken.  The Bible is absolutely inerrant2, infallible3 and God-breathed4.  Holy men of God wrote the scripture according to their own personality, yet the words they penned were the actual words of God.  The Holy Spirit directed the authors of scripture in writing every word and letter so that the Bible is exactly as God wanted it.  The Holy Spirit and God are truth, therefore the Bible is totally truth.

The Bible constitutes the only infallible rule of faith and practice, is the center of Christian union, and is the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and opinions should be tried.

2 Samuel 23:2, Psalm 119:89,160, Isaiah 30:8, 40:8, Matthew 5:17-18, Mark 12:26, 

Luke 24:27, John 10:34-35,17:17, Acts 1:16, Romans 3:1-4, 1 Thessalonians 2:13, 

2 Timothy 3:15-17, Hebrews 4:12, 1 Peter 1:23-25, 2 Peter 1:19-21, Revelation 22:18-19.

___________________________________________

1  revelation - to unveil, disclose, to reveal, God making himself and His Word known to man.

2 inerrant - without error; free from all falsehood, fraud or deceit, wholly true.  

3 infallible - true, reliable in all matters, trustworthy.

4
God-breathed-or inspiration - the origin of scripture Is from God, scripture was breathed out by God.

2. The True God.  We believe there is one and only one, living and true God, who is an infinite being, from everlasting to everlasting.  We believe that God is the creator of the heavens and earth; the supreme ruler and controller of the universe, time, and mankind; that He is perfect in all His attributes and inexpressible in His glory.  We believe there is one God who exists and reveals Himself in three persons: Father, Son, Holy Spirit, all having the same nature, attributes and each being fully God.  We believe Father, Son, and Holy Spirit equally deserve the same worship, honor, and obedience; that they execute distinct but harmonious functions in the work of redemption.

Eternal God Genesis 1:1, Exodus 20:2-3, Deuteronomy 4:35, Psalm 90:2, 115:3, Isaiah 44:8, 45-.5, Daniel 4:17, John 1:1-3, 4:24, Acts 5:3-4, 1 Corinthians 8:6, 1 Timothy 2:5, Hebrews 1:1-3, 8, 1 John 5:20.

Trinity, One God-Three Persons Deuteronomy 6:4, Matthew 3:16-17, 28:19-20, Mark 12:29, John 1:1-3, 10:30, 14:9, Romans 1:7, 11 Corinthians 13:14, Ephesians 4:3-6, 

    Revelation 1:4-5.

3. The Father.  We believe that God the Father, as the first person of the Trinity1 orders and disposes all things according to His own purpose and grace.  We believe the Father has a unique and functional relationship as head within the Trinity.  As the most High God, He is sovereign in creation, providence, and salvation.  We believe He saves all who come to Him through Jesus Christ, calling them His children, and that His children have the privilege and right to call him their father.

I Chronicles 29:11, Psalm 115:3, 145:9, Daniel 4:35, John 1:12, 4:34, 5:19, 8:29, 15:26, 

Acts 1:7, Romans 8:14-16, 1 Corinthians 11:3, Ephesians 1:3-6, 1 Peter 1:3.

____________________________________

1 Trinity - The unity of the Godhead, one God yet three eternal and co-equal persons

4. The Son of God - Jesus Christ the Lord.  We believe that Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity, possesses all the divine attributes and excellencies of God, that He is coequal with the Father.  We believe Jesus is fully God, yet the Son of God.  We believe that the eternal Son of God put on human flesh, but in doing so never surrendered or laid aside the full essence of deity; though being fully God in the flesh, He did limit the exercise, or the use of His divine power.  We believe the Holy Spirit placed Him in the womb of Mary, a virgin, and thus He was born by a woman as no other man ever was, or can be.  We believe He lived on earth in total sinlessness, and that He could not ever have sinned.  We believe that through His shed blood and substitutionary death on the cross He provided salvation for lost sinners.  We believe He was buried and rose from the dead on the third day and later ascended bodily into heaven.  We believe that Jesus Christ sits at the Father's right hand, makes intercession to God, is our advocate1, and functions as the Head of the church.  We believe He is the only mediator2 between God and man.  We believe He is coming again to rapture the Church and later will come again to judge and make war with the world, to subdue it, and set up the Kingdom of God on earth.

His Deity & Etemality - Isaiah 9:6, Micah 5:2, John 1:1-3, 5:17-18, 8:66-58, 10:30-33, 14:9, Philippians 2:6-7, Colossians 2:9, Titus 2:13, Hebrews 1:8, 1 John 5:20, 

Revelation 19:16.

His lncarnation -Virgin Birth Genesis 3:15, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6, Matthew 1:18-25, 

Luke 1:26-35, John 1:1, 14, Philippians 2:6-8,1 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 4:14-16.

His Death and Ascension - Luke 24:51, John 10:17, Acts 1:9-11, Romans 5:8, 

2 Corinthians 5:21.

         Mediator - John 14:6, 1 Timothy 2:5.

         Head of Church - Ephesians 1:21-23.

         Advocate - I John 2:1-2, Hebrews 7:25.

         Rapture - I Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-58.

         Second Return - Revelation 19:11-16, Matthew 24:3-31.

        ___________________________________

1Advocate - an intercessor, one who pleads another's cause, one called alongside to help in our defense.

2Mediator - a go-between.

5. The Holy Spirit.  We believe the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Godhead is fully God.  We believe He possesses all the divine attributes, glory, and excellencies.  We believe He was active in creation, the writing of scriptures, and the incarnation.

We believe the Holy Spirit has a new and special work during the church age, which began at Pentecost (Acts 2) and will end with the rapture of the church.  We believe the Holy Spirit was sent from the Father to initiate and complete the building of the Body of Christ, which is the church.  We believe He convicts sinners of sin, righteousness and judgment.  We believe He is the agent of the new birth and that there is only one baptism of the Holy Spirit, which places the believer into the body of Christ.  We believe He instructs, guides, teaches, empowers, enables, and seals all believers until the day of Christ.  We believe that every believer is in-dwelt by the Holy Spirit (our body is the temple of God the Holy Spirit) from the moment of salvation, and that it is the duty of all believers to be filled with or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

Deity Genesis 1:2, Psalm 139, Isaiah 6:8-9, Acts 28:25-26, Isaiah 40:13-14, Matthew 28:19, John 14:16-17,15:26, Acts 5:3-4, 2 Corinthians 13:14.

New Birth Jeremiah 31:31-34, John 3:5-7,16:7-9, Romans 8:9, Ephesians 1:13, Titus 3:4-7, Hebrews 9:14, 10:16-17.

Church Age Matthew 1:18, Acts 1:8, 1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:19, 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 11, 13, Ephesians 2:22, 5:18, 2 Thessalonians 2:7, 2 Peter 1:21.

We believe the Holy Spirit distributes spiritual gifts to all believers at conversion as He wills.  We believe these gifts are to build up the saints, and glorify Jesus Christ; not the gift itself, the possessor of the gift, or the Holy Spirit.

We believe that some gifts:

A)
Were temporary and no longer in existence today

B)
Are permanent and are active in the church today

We believe the gifts of apostles, prophets, healings, miracles, tongues1, interpretation of tongues, gradually ceased with the death of the apostles and the completion of New Testament scriptures.  We believe the gifts of pastor, teacher, administration, helps, mercy, giving, exhortation and evangelism are permanent and thus are seen in the church today.  We believe the temporary gifts were especially for the founding of the church, and the authenticating of God's message and messengers.

Romans 12:3-8, 1 Corinthians 12-14, 2 Corinthians 12:12, Ephesians 2:20, 4:11-12, 

Hebrews 2:1-4.

_______________________________________

1Tongues - unlearned languages (Acts 2:6-11)

6. The Devil and Fallen Angels (Demons).  We believe in the reality and distinct personality of the Devil.  We believe the Devil1 filled himself with pride and rebelled against God, and thus became the author of sin.  We believe that many angels joined in his pride and rebellion and are now considered to be demons.  We believe the Devil is the "god of this age," the Prince of the power of the air; who is at constant warfare with God, the holy angels, and the church.  We believe the Devil is the originator of all lies, falsehood, apostasy, murder and moral filth.

We believe that in his great subtlety and deception, he appears as an angel of light, and his ministers are as wolves in sheep's clothing.  We believe the Devil and his evil workers promote religious movements and doctrines that are contrary to the scripture.  We believe he is the author of confusion with his constant denials or perversions of the scripture and that he blinds the minds of the unbelieving.  We believe the Devil was defeated through the death, resurrection and exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ; and that he (and all his demons) shall be cast into the Lake of Fire where they shall be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Genesis 3:1-6,15, Job 1:6-7, Isaiah 14:12-15, Ezekiel 28:14-15, Matthew 4:1-11, 7:21-23, 25:41, John 8:44, Romans 16:20, 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, 11:13-15, Ephesians 1:21-23, 2:2, 

6:11-12, Philippians 2:9-1 1, Colossians 2:15, 1 Thessalonians 2:18, 1 Timothy 4:1.-3, Hebrews 2:14, 1 Peter 5:8, 1 John 3:8, Revelation 12:9, 20:10.

_______________________________________

1Devil - originally created as Lucifer, a holy angel of highest rank.

7. Creation.  We believe God designed and created the heavens and the earth by a direct act of His infinite power in six literal days.  We believe God spoke the entire universe into existence, that it did not come into existence by any form of evolutionary process; also, the creation did not come from any previously existing material.  We believe all forms of life and mankind have been created, each after its own kind.  We believe all things were created by Him, for Him, and that He sustains all creation by the word of His power.

Genesis 1-2, Exodus 20:11, Job 38:4-5, Psalm 19:1, 33:1-6, 9, 95:5-6,102:25,148:1-5, 

Isaiah 40:28, Jeremiah 10:12; 32:17, John 1:3, Acts 17:24, Colossians 1:16-17, 

Hebrews 1:2-3, 11:3.

8. Man - His Sin and Fall.  We believe man was created by God, made in His image and likeness.  We believe man was created free from sin with a rational nature, morally and spiritually responsible to God.  Man was to glorify, obey, enjoy, and live for God.  We believe Adam, by disobeying God, brought sin into this world.  Thus, man has fallen from his sinless condition to one of having a sinful nature.  As a result of Adam's sin we believe:

All are sinners

All are shapen in iniquity in the womb (one exception-Jesus Christ)

All are inherently sinful and corrupt

All are spiritually dead

All are lost in sin

All are sinners by declaration, nature, and choice

All are subject to the eternal wrath of God in hell

All are utterly incapable of gaining God's favor to find

forgiveness of sin

We believe that man, in his sinful condition, has only one hope

for the forgiveness of his sins - salvation through Jesus Christ.

Genesis 1:26-27, Genesis 2-3, 1 Kings 8:46, Psalm 14:1-3, Isaiah 53:6, Jeremiah 17:9, Matthew 25:46, John 3:6, Romans 3:9-18, 23, 5:12-14, 19, 6:23, Galatians 3:22, Ephesians 2:1-3, Hebrews 9:27, Revelation 20:11-15.

9. The Virgin Birth.  We believe the Son of God was placed in the womb of Mary1 a virgin, by the miraculous power of the Highest and the Holy Spirit.  We believe a body was prepared by God for Jesus Christ to indwell.  We believe Jesus is God in the flesh, fully God and yet fully man.  We believe Jesus Christ was sinless, spotless and perfect.  We believe Jesus Christ is the blending together of humanity and deity into an indivisible2 oneness.  We believe that after the virgin birth of Jesus, Mary and Joseph came to "know each other, conceived in the natural and normal way, and had a family.

Predicted - Genesis 3:15, Isaiah 7:14, Micah 5:2.

Virgin Birth - Matthew 1:18-25, Luke 1:31-37, 47, Mark 6:2-3, John 1:14, Galatians 4:4, 1 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 4:15, Hebrews 10:5-7, 1 John 3:5.

Joseph and Mary's Family -Matthew 13:53-56, Mark 6:2-3.

__________________________________

1Mary - sinner who was saved, and favored by God. 

2indivisible - that cannot be divided.

10. Salvation Through Jesus Christ.  We believe that salvation1 is of the Lord.  We believe that salvation is: the gift of eternal life, provided by God for man, is divinely initiated, wholly of grace, wholly apart from human works or effort, based upon the sin-bearing death and shed blood of Jesus Christ.  We believe that Jesus Christ has paid the price of judgment for our sin on the cross, experiencing the wrath of God that was due us in hell, satisfying the justice of God as punishment for our sin, and that solely by faith in Him can we have forgiveness of all sins and possess eternal life.

We believe that a person can be saved from his sin and eternal death only by believing in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe Jesus Christ came to:

- Bear our sins in His own body on the cross 

- Die for us or in our place

- Shed His spotless blood to wash away sin 

- Rise from the tomb to prove that our sin had been paid for

We believe that salvation is a gift that God offers us on the basis of His great grace, rich mercy, and immeasurable2 love.  We believe that when a broken-hearted sinner, having understood salvation's message' calls upon the name of the Lord in sincere faith, he is instantaneously saved, born-again, redeemed, a child of God.

We believe that nothing a man can do will save him, such as personal reformation, going to church, the keeping of church laws or rules, sprinkling, baptism, sincere efforts at being good or moral, giving financially to charity or a church, belonging to any particular church, trusting in sacraments of any kind, praying to Mary, or any other (idea-ritual-religion) that man invents.

We believe that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, that He is the Lamb of God who alone can take away our sins, that He is the Way, Truth and Life, that no man can come to the Father but by Jesus, that He is the sole mediator between God and man, that there is salvation in no other name under heaven given among men.

John 1:12, 29, John 3:3-7, John 14:6, Luke 19:10, Acts 4:12, 16:31, Romans 3:24-25, 4:5, 5:8, 6:23,10:13, 1 Corinthians 1:18, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 2:16, Ephesians 1:3-4, 1:7, 

2:8-9, 1 Timothy 1:15, 2:5, 2 Timothy 1:9, 1 Peter 1:18-19, 2:24, 3:18, 1 John 2:2.

____________________________________

1Salvation - to be delivered or rescued.

2immeasurable - that cannot be measured, boundless.

11. Eternal Security. We believe those who are saved, the sons and sheep1 of God, are kept by the power of God, possess eternal life, and thus can never perish or be cast out of God's family, nor be separated from His love.

We believe God's sheep hear His voice and follow Him, and are known by their perserverance2 in the faith and fruits of righteousness.  We believe when His sheep wander away into sin He chastens them because He loves them.

We believe it is the privilege and joy of believers to rejoice in the assurance of personal salvation through the clear testimony of God's Word.  We also believe eternal salvation is never a license to sin.

John 5:24, 6:37, 39, 10:27-29, Romans 5:1, Romans 6:1-2, 15-22, Romans 8:32-39, 

1 Corinthians 1:4-8, Ephesians 4:30, Philippians 1:6, Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 12:6-8, 

1 Peter 1:5, 1 John 5:11-13, Titus 2:11-15.

__________________________________________

1 Sheep - figurative speech, referring to those who are God's children. 

2 Perseverance - steadfast continuance - true Christians will continue in the faith.

12. Salvation Terms.  We believe there are many words that give the full beauty, meaning, and richness of salvation.  Some are as follows:

A.
FAITH - Faith is trusting in who Jesus Christ is, and what he did on the cross.  Faith is coming to God and calling out to Him, asking Him for forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  Romans 1:17, Romans 5:1, Ephesians 2:8.

B.
GRACE - Grace is the unmerited, undeserved favor of God.  Grace is God being gracious to guilty sinners and God punishing His Son for what we did (our sins).  Salvation is available because of God's grace.  Romans 3:24, Ephesians 2:8-9, John 1:14, 17.

C.
MERCY - Mercy is God's compassion for the helpless, issuing in action for their relief.  Mercy is God withholding our deserved punishment and freely saving us.  Mercy is the outward manifestation of pity.  Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:3, 2:10, Romans 9:15, Ephesians 2:4, Luke 1:72.

D.    BORN AGAIN or REGENERATION - To be born again means we've been given a new life

        from God.  The new birth is an instantaneous act of God, whereby one who was dead in

        sins is made alive.  In this supernatural work, God's life is imparted to the believing sinner

        and a new creation comes into existence.  John 3:3-7, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Titus 3:5.

E.
JUSTIFICATION - Justification is the act of God whereby He declares us righteous, as if we had no sin.  Justification gives us a new, clean, righteous standing before God.  In justification our sins are imputed1 to Christ, and His righteousness is imputed to us.  Job 9:2, Romans 5:1, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21.

F.
PROPITIATION - Propitiation was the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, bearing the wrath of a Holy and offended God, thus satisfying His demand for justice to be wrought upon sin.  Romans 3:25, 1 John 2:2, 4:10.

G.
REDEMPTION -Redemption means to purchase and set free by paying a price.  God purchased us from the power of Satan, set us free from the penalty of sin, all by the price of Christ's blood.  The blood of Christ had to be shed for the payment of sin.  Now we belong to God.  I Corinthians 6:19-20, Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, Hebrews 9:12, 1 Peter 1:18-19.

_____________________________________

1 imputed - to put to another's account.

13. Believer's Two Natures.  We believe that believers possess two natures1 that are

contrary to one another.  We believe at the moment of salvation we become partakers of the

divine nature, a new creation in Christ, and the temple of the Holy Spirit.  We believe the old

nature, the flesh, will always be in conflict with our new nature and the Spirit.  We do not

believe the old nature is annihilated at salvation.

However, we believe that we can have victory over the old nature on a daily basis through the indwelling Holy Spirit, by putting off the old man and putting on the new, by reckoning2 the old nature to be dead, and by feeding our new nature with the Word of God.

John 3:6, Romans 6:11-13, 7:18, 8:2, 12-13, 13:14, 1 Corinthians 9:27, Galatians 2:20, 

5:16-17, Ephesians 3:16, 4:22-24, Colossians 3:10, 11 Peter 1:4.

____________________________________

1 Two natures - human-sinful vs. divine-godly.  

2Reckoning - to count it to be so, to calculate.

14. Believer's Walk (Lifestyle).  We believe God's children should live to please, honor, and glorify God.  Whatever we do every day should be acceptable in His sight, and in obedience to His Holy Word and Will.  We believe we are to discern and deny all ungodliness, worldly lust, resisting all evil practices and appearances, living holy1 in all manner of life.  We believe our life is to become increasingly conformed to the character of Christ, and not to become conformed to this world.

We believe the Bible teaches us to refrain from evil or questionable practices, places, relationships, or things that hinder our testimony, offend a brother/sister in the Lord, or cause someone to stumble.

We believe in our relationship with one another we are to practice a love that gives and forgives, covers a multitude of sins, bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things and endures all things.  We believe our tongue is to encourage and build up, not gossip and tear down; our back is to stoop and serve; our hands are to work and help; our mind is to consider the well-being of one another; our life is to be laid down for one another.

We believe personal Bible study and prayer should be our daily pursuit if our light is to shine, our lives are to be strong in the Lord, our walk is to be godly, and our lives are to be Spirit-filled and directed.

Holy Is He Is - 1 Corinthians 6:18-20; 1 Thessalonians 4:1, 7; 2 Timothy 2:3-4; 1Peter 1:15-16.

Testimony - Psalms 73:15-16, Romans 14:13-21, 1 Corinthians 8:9-13, 10:31-33, James 3:3-1 1.

Christian Relationships - Proverbs 6:16-19, Proverbs 10:12, Matthew 18:21-22, John 15:13, Philippians 2:3-5, 14-16, Colossians 3:12-14, Titus 3:2, 1 Peter 4:8.

Separation - Psalm 1, Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:1-10, 1 John 2:15-17, Proverbs 1, 

       2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.

Walking With God - Matthew 4:4, John 5:39, Ephesians 4:13-14, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Hebrews 10:24-25.

_____________________________________

1 Holy - set apart from sin and its practices unto righteousness, godliness, purity.

15. Eternal State of Man.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life and blessedness, and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting punishment.

We believe the souls of those who have trusted in Jesus Christ for salvation do at death immediately pass into His presence, and there remain in conscious bliss until the resurrection of the body, when soul and body reunited shall be with Him forever and ever.

We believe the souls of the unbelieving remain after death in conscious misery until the final judgment of the great white throne when soul and body reunited shall be cast into the lake of fire, not to be annihilated, but to be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power.

Believers - Job 19:25-26, John 3:36, 5:25-29,11:25-26, 1 Corinthians 15, 2 Corinthians 5:8,  Philippians 1:21-23, 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18, Revelation 6:9. 21:1-5.

Non-Believers - Matthew 3:12, 23:33, 25:34-41, 46, Mark 9:43-48, Luke 6:25, 16:25, John 8:21, 2 Thessalonians 1:9, Revelation 14:9-11, 20:11-15.

16. Church.  We believe that all who place their faith in Jesus Christ are immediately baptized by the Holy Spirit into the Body of Jesus Christ - which is the universal church1 with Jesus Christ being the head of the church.  This universal church2, a spiritual organism which includes all born-again believers, is manifested through the local church which- -

- Is a congregation of born-again believers, "called out" from sin and society to be the 

  children of God Is believers who have been fully immersed (baptism)

- Is led and served by two offices: pastor-bishop-elder, and deacon.

- Is governed and guided by the Holy Bible, which is our ultimate authority

- Is autonomous or self-governing; in other words the church is not controlled by any 

   external authority, hierarchy of individuals or organization

- Practices two ordinances: baptism and the Lord's Supper 

- Gathers on the Lord's Day (Sunday) for worship, giving, teaching, fellowship and prayer

We believe the church is a New Testament institution, established by Jesus Christ, revealed through the apostles, inaugurated at Pentecost (Acts 2), and consumated at the coming of Christ (rapture).  We believe the church, a mystery not revealed until this age, is distinct from Israel.

We believe in maintaining the testimony and purity of the church through loving discipline, removing the unrepentant from our membership if necessary.

We believe in cooperation with churches, men and institutions of like faith, doctrine and practice--and the separation from all religious apostasy3 liberals, doctrinal compromise, and those who hold such positions.

We believe in separation of church and state, that is, the government of man does not have the authority or right to govern the biblical teaching and practice of the church of the living God.

Offices - I Timothy 3:1-15, Titus 1:5-9, Philippians 1:1.

Separation-Theological - Romans 16:17-18, 2 Corinthians 6:14-17, Galatians 1:6-9, 

    2 Timothy 2:15-21, Titus 3:10-11, 2 John 9-1 1.

Ordinances - Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 16:30-33, 1 Corinthians 11:2, 23-32.

Church-Body of Christ - Romans 12:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 1:22-23, 3:1-7, 5:23-24, 32.

Church Discipline Matthew 18:15-20, 1 Corinthians 5, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15.

   Church - Matthew 16:18, Acts 1:8, Romans 16:4, 1 Corinthians 1:2, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, Philippians 4:15, Colossians 1:18, 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7, Hebrews 10:25.

Separation of Church and State - Acts 5:29.

_____________________________________

1 Universal church - simply referring to all born-again believers of the entire church age, and not to be 

   confused with the apostate, ungodly "Unitarian Universalists."

2 Church - "called out ones."

3 Apostasy - departure from biblical faith, doctrine and practice.

17. Lord's Supper & Baptism - Church Ordinances.  We believe there are two ordinances1  the local church has been given the command and authority to practice. These do not impart grace or salvation, but are acts of obedience and worship.

A.
LORD'S SUPPER - This was instituted by our Lord in the upper room the night before the  

       crucifixion so that we would always remember the following:

1.
As the Lamb of God His blood was shed to take away our sin, this being the new covenant and thus there would be no more need of animal sacrifices.

2.
He is coming again.

3.
We are to confront personal sin, confess it, forsake it, rather than tolerate sin - so to have intimate, unhindered and full fellowship with Him.

B.
BAPTISM - We believe in single immersion for the born again believer in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Baptism by immersion illustrates the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and gives the believer opportunity for a public witness to his having believed in this gospel message.

Lord's Supper - Matthew 26:26-29, 1 Corinthians 11:23-32, Acts 2:42

Baptism - Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:41,8:36-39,9:18,16:30-33, 18:8.

____________________________________________

1 Ordinances - are divinely established rites or ceremonies.  They are not sacraments, nor do they confer grace or life.  Ordinances are biblical commands to be observed as memorials and are a visible means to identify oneself with the gospel.  We see only two ordinances in the Bible.

18. Evangelism and Missions.  We believe our manner of life is to be a witness to the lost, and the gospel is to be proclaimed to every person.  We believe we are to befriend, pray for, and reach out to lost sinners and boldly, yet tactfully, share the gospel message, encouraging people to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

We believe the Holy Spirit burdens people for church planting in other areas of the world, and by God's guidance we are responsible to support them through prayer, finances, and any other way possible.

Evangelism - Matthew 5:16,11:19, 28:18-20, Mark 16:15, John 4:35-38, 17:18, 

Acts 2:41-47, 8:4.

Missions - Acts 1:8, 13:2-4, 14:26-27, 15:41, Philippians 4:15-19, 3 John 5-8.

19. Civil Government.  We believe civil government is of divine order and planning for the general orderliness and well-being of mankind.  We believe the powers that be are ordained1 by God, and all governments owe their power, right to rule, and existence to the most High God, who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

We believe civil government is to punish the evil-doer and give praise unto those that do well.  We believe government has the biblical right to practice capital punishment.

We believe we are to pray for our civil leaders, honor them, obey the law of the land, and render unto the government its due taxes.  We believe in submitting to every ordinance and law of civil government, except when government would tell us to do things opposed to the will and word of God.

Genesis 9:5-6, Psalm 75:6-7, Psalm 115:3, Proverbs 21:1, Daniel 2:21, 4:17, 32, 35, 6:4, Matthew 17:24-27, 22:21, John 19:10-11, Acts 4:20, 5:28-29, Romans 13:1-7, 1 Timothy 2:1-2, Titus 3:1, 1 Peter 2:13-14, 17.

_________________________________________

1Ordained - established.

20. Order of Things to Come - Future Events.

A.
RAPTURE - We believe in the imminent bodily, personal,

pre-tribulational return of Jesus Christ for the church, to seize us up off the earth to meet Him in the air.  We believe the church will be with Christ in heaven during the seven years of tribulation.  In heaven, the church will face the judgment seat of Christ, and each individual will be held accountable for his stewardship, faithfulness and works.  Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, John 14:1-3, Romans 14:10, 1 Corinthians 3:13-15, 15:51-57, 

2 Corinthians 5:10-11, Philippians 4:13-18, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Titus 2:11-13, Revelation 3:10.

B.
TRIBULATION - We believe the earth will experience seven years of tribulation such as it has never seen.  During this time Antichrist will seek world control, the nation of Israel shall be chastened, purged, and prepared for the coming kingdom, and the apostate, unbelieving world will be severely judged.  Jeremiah 30:7, Daniel 9:24-17, 

      Matthew 24:4-26, 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12, Revelation 6-18.

C.
SECOND RETURN - We believe in the visible, bodily personal return of Jesus Christ (who is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords) to the earth, with His church, to defeat all the forces of Satan and Antichrist, to judge all the nations, and to set up the Millennial Kingdom.  We believe the Old Testament and tribulation saints will be resurrected at this time.  Daniel 12:2-3, Zechariah 14:2-4, Matthew 24:29-31, 25:31-46, Acts 1:11, 

       Revelation 1:7, 6:9-11, 19:11-16, 20:4-6.

D.
MILLENIAL KINGDOM - 1000 YEARS-We believe that Jesus Christ will reign and rule over the earth for 1000 years, thus fulfilling His covenants with Israel.  We believe that during this kingdom, Satan will be bound, Israel will be restored to her land, much of the curse will be removed, the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, Jesus Christ will reign and rule over the earth from Jerusalem. and the saints shall rule with Him.  At the end of this kingdom, we believe Satan will be loosed for a season, and all unbelievers of the kingdom will be exposed and judged as they follow Satan.  We believe that Satan shall then be cast into the Lake of Fire-forever condemned to that place of judgment. Genesis 12:1-3.  Deuteronomy 30:1-1 2 Samuel 7-12-16, Psalm 89, Isaiah 9:6-7, 11:9, Matthew 25:41, Luke 1:31-33, Revelation 20:3, 9-10.

E.
GREAT WHITE THRONE - We believe that all unsaved of all ages will be resurrected and gathered to face the Lord, and then sentenced to their places in the Lake of Fire - forever condemned.  Revelation 20:11-15.

F.
NEW HEAVEN and EARTH - We believe in a new heaven, earth, and glorious city in which we shall forever live with the Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe this eternal state will be characterized by love, peace, joy, righteousness, holiness, fellowship, harmony, and service to God.  We believe there will be total absence of pain, sorrow, aches, tears, or suffering of any kind. 2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 21-22.

21. FAMILY  - We believe marriage was planned by God, consisting of one man and one woman, and that any other arrangement is unbiblical.  We believe homosexuality is always unacceptable, and therefore does not constitute a family or marriage.  We believe God's design is for a married couple to never be separated by divorce.  We believe men and women are of equal value and standing in God's sight, but by God's design the man is to be head of the home.  We believe it is the primary responsibility of parents to raise their children in all the counsel and Word of God, using discipline when necessary.  We believe that single believers are to marry only in the Lord.

Marriage - Genesis 1:27,2:18-25, Ephesians 5:22-31, Matthew 19:4-6, 1 Corinthians 11:3, Colossians 3:18-19

Child-raising - Ephesians 6:4, Colossians 3:20-21, Proverbs 13:24, 22:15, 23:13-14, 29:15, Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Homosexuality - Romans 1:24-28, Leviticus 18:22, 20:13

Equal Yoke Only - I Corinthians 7:39, 2 Corinthians 6:14-17, Ezra 9:11-12, 

       Nehemiah 13:23-30, Joshua 23:11-13

ARTICLE  FOUR - COVENANT

Pastor - Having been led by the Holy Spirit to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, and on the public confession of our faith, having been immersed in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God and this assembly solemnly and joyfully reaffirm our covenant with one another, as one body in Christ.

Church - We purpose therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love, to strive for the advancement of this church in knowledge, holiness and comfort, to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to attend its services regularly; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines; to give it a sacred pre-eminence over all institutions of human origin; to give faithfully of time and talent in its activities; to contribute cheerfully and regularly as God has prospered us, to the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel throughout all nations.

Pastor - We also will endeavor to begin and maintain secret prayer, personal Bible study and family prayer and Bible study, to train our children according to the Word of God; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world, to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our conduct, to avoid all gossip, backbiting, and bitterness; to abstain from all forms of activity which dishonor our Lord Jesus Christ and cause stumbling to a fellow believer or hinder the winning of a soul to Christ.

Church - We further purpose to encourage one another in the blessed hope of our Lord's return; to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation, and mindful of the guidelines of our Savior, to seek it without delay.

Unison - We moreover purpose that when we remove from this place we will, as soon as possible, unite with some other church of like faith and order where we can carry out the spirit of this Covenant and the principles of God's Word.  In the event there is no such church, we shall seek with the Lord's help to establish one.

ARTICLE FIVE - ASSOCIATIONS

Section One - This church shall be an independent, autonomous church with the right to cooperate with other churches, organizations, and believers as the Lord directs.

In 1928 this church began an associational relationship with the Hebron Association constituting a group of local churches across northeast Ohio.

Note: In March of 1929, this church began an associational relationship with the Ohio Union of Regular Baptist Churches, now called The Ohio Association of Regular Baptist Churches. In 1937 this church began an associational relationship with the General Association of Regular Baptist Churches. 
Section Two - This church will not cooperate in any form with modernism, liberalism, or apostasy.

ARTICLE SIX - MEMBERSHIP

Section One - Prerequisites

The membership of this church shall consist of those who:

1. Give testimony to the church of having received Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.

2. Have obeyed in believer's baptism (immersion by a local church).

3. Are in agreement with our doctrinal statement and constitution.

4. Desire to be active members.

5. Have given evidence of experiencing the new birth.

6. Have completed Membership Class.

7. Have been examined by Pastor(s) and Deacons, recommended to the church by these men, and approved by three-fourths vote of those present at the business meeting.

Section Two - Receiving Members

Members may be received by:

1.    Profession of faith and baptism.

2.
A letter from another church of like doctrine and practice; those desiring membership from a liberal church will be received into membership solely on the basis of their Christian experience rather than a letter of transfer.

3.
Previous experience.

4.
Restoration--upon confession of the causes which made it necessary for the Church to have exercised discipline.

Section Three - Pastor

All regular Pastor(s) of this church shall be a member of the church.

Section Four - Classification

1.
Active - All members shall initially be considered active and shall remain so as long as significant interest is evident.  Active members are eligible for church offices and voting privileges.  The elderly, shut-ins, college students, and military personnel are considered active members.

2.
Inactive - Those who show significant disinterest, rarely attend church services, exhibit indifference and apathy, attend another church or bear a poor testimony, for one year; shall be placed on the inactive roll and lose the right to vote or hold a church office.  No member shall be placed on the inactive roll unless the pastor, deacons, and church have made sincere efforts to restore them.  Those placed on the inactive roll shall be notified by the pastor and deacons.  If the inactive member remains inactive for six months, he is liable to church dismissal.

3.
Missionary - Those called of God from our church to another part of this world to spread the gospel.

Section Five - Dismissal
1.
All dismissals must be by three-fourths vote of those assembled.

2.
Active members may have their membership transferred to a church of like doctrine and practice.

3.
Inactive members will be granted a letter of dismissal rather than a letter of transfer.

4.
Any member considered inactive for one and one-half total years is subject to dismissal.

5.
Any member requesting dismissal from membership in written form shall be granted their request effective the next scheduled business meeting.

6.
Any member in open, serious, and unrepentant sin is subject to dismissal through the process of church discipline.  Expulsion from membership can only be taken by a three-fourths vote of the church.  No member shall be dismissed unless pastor, deacons, and the church have made sincere efforts to restore them.

7.
The names of those called home to heaven shall be automatically taken off the church roll by the clerk.

ARTICLE SEVEN - OFFICES

Section One
1.
The offices of this church shall consist of:

a.    Pastor

b.    Deacon

c.
Trustee

d.
Clerk and assistant

e.
Treasurer 
f.
Financial secretary 
g.
Sunday School Superintendent and assistant

2.
The pastor(s) shall be elected as the need arises.

3.
The Sunday School officers, shall be elected at the summer quarterly business meeting.

4.
All other offices shall be elected at the Fall quarterly business meeting.  Officers begin their term of service on January 1, of the coming year.

5.
In case of vacancies, the church shall elect new officers at a designated special business meeting.

  6. Only active members who are at least 18 years old at the time of the election may be elected to serve as a church officer. (Membership is not a requirement of a pastor prior to his election).

Section Two - Pastors
I.     The pastor shall be a man who oversees the work of this church and is in charge of all    

       stated services of public worship.  I Peter 5:1-4, Ephesians 4:11-16, Acts 20:28.

2.
A pastor shall be the moderator at all church business meetings and deacon meetings, unless he should defer that right to the chairman of the deacons.

3.
The pastors are members ex-officio of all offices, committees and organizations of the church.

4.
A pastor shall give the church at least a 28 day notice of the date of his resignation, and shall resign within 42 days of his announcement to resign.

5.
The church, by majority recommendation of the deacons, and three-fourths vote of the church assembled, shall give the pastor 28 days notice if this resignation is desired.  Notice of the proposed action and date of business meeting shall be given from the pulpit on 2 successive Sunday mornings by the chairman of the deacons.  In the tragic case of

       gross, unrepentant sin of a pastor, the church by three-fourths vote may terminate the 

       pastor's term immediately.  Such a business meeting may be called on any given Sunday 

       by the chairman of the deacons supported with the agreement of all deacons.

6.
Notice of the proposed election of a pastor shall be given publicly from the pulpit on two successive Sunday mornings before the election.  Voting shall be by ballot on a Sunday morning.  Only one proposed pastor at a time shall be presented before the church for the consideration and vote of the church.

7.
A pastor shall be elected by 90% vote of the church assembled, for an indeterminate term, having met the qualifications of I Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9, and having been recommended by the deacons.

8.
Associate pastors shall follow the same guidelines as mentioned above, and shall come under the leadership of the senior pastor.

9.
A pastor shall be in complete agreement with the doctrinal statement of this church.

Section Three - Deacons

1 .
Deacons shall be men who meet the qualifications of I Timothy 3:8-13, Acts 6:3 and are characterized by Matthew 23:12 and Philippians 2:3-5. The number of deacons is to be determined by the number of qualified men and the needs of the church; there shall be a minimum of three.

2.
A deacon's term shall be for two years; a deacon may serve no more than two consecutive terms.

3.
Deacons shall:

a.
Be ready to serve the pastor or the people in time of need.

b.
Examine all candidates for church membership and recommend such to the church.

c.
Administer the Lord's Supper.

d.
Assist the pastor in all phases of church discipline.

e.
Assist the pastor in the care of the widows and the needy, and the church in general.

f.
Act as a pulpit committee in the search of a new pastor.

g.
Be responsible for the filling of the pulpit and oversight of the church in the absence of a pastor.

h.
Constitute a benevolent committee, distributing funds from the benevolent fund to those in need.

   i.
     Have the opportunity to spend per quarter, at their discretion, in harmony 

            with the spirit of the church, and the consent of the pastor(s) as is allocated in the 

            annual budget.

j.
Review salaries annually and make any recommendations to the church at the annual business meeting.

4.    One deacon shall serve as chairman.  He shall:

a.
Be in charge of the examination of prospective members.

b.
Be responsible for quarterly reports (vocal or written).

c.
Be responsible for annual report - written.

5.
One deacon shall serve as secretary, to keep accurate records of all deacon's meetings, and assist the chairman in making written reports.

6.
The deacons shall not have authority to sell, lease, give away or dispose of in any manner, church property to exceed $500 in value, nor to mortgage the same or encumber the church with debt to exceed $500, except as the church may order by corporate action.

Section Four - Trustees

1.
A trustee's term shall be for two years.  A trustee may serve no more than two consecutive terms.  Trustees shall be men.

2.
The number of trustees shall be dictated by the needs of the church and determined by the Pastor(s) and Deacons.

3.
Trustees shall:

a.
Have charge of the maintenance of all church property.

b.
Maintain our Incorporation status with the State of Ohio.

c.
Handle legal matters for the church, such as contracts and insurance.

d.
Have the opportunity to spend up per quarter, at their discretion, in harmony with the spirit of the church, and the consent of the pastor(s) as is allocated in the annual budget.

e.
The trustees shall give an annual written report.

4.
The trustees shall not have authority to sell, lease, give away, or dispose of in any manner, church property to exceed $500 in value, nor to mortgage the same or encumber the church with debt to exceed $500, except as the church may order by corporate action.

5.
Trustees shall ultimately be in charge of all janitorial responsibilities.

Section Five - Clerk and Assistant Clerk

1.
The term of service shall be one year.

2.
The clerk shall:

a.
Be in charge of all general church records, present and historical.

b.
Keep records of all business meetings.

c.
Keep a record of all baptisms and those brought into membership.

d.
Keep an accurate membership list.

e.
Send letters of transfer or notification of dismissal to or other churches, and to send for the transfer of letters to Camden.

       f.     Handle all reports in regard to our Baptist Fellowship.

       g.    Prepare a written annual report.

 3.   The Assistant shall take the place of the clerk in time of absence or incapacity, and help 

        as needed.

Section Six - Treasurer 
1.    The term of service shall be one year.

2.    The Treasurer shall:

a.
Oversee the payment of all church bills and salaries.
b.
Make an itemized annual report of all receipts and disbursements.

c.
Submit all records to the auditing committee.

d.  Appoint assistants as needed subject to the confirmation of Pastors and Deacons

Section Seven - Financial Secretary 
1.    The term of service shall be one year.

2.    The Financial Secretary shall:

a.
Furnish a statement of giving at the end of the year for those who request it, otherwise no account will be kept of each individual's giving.

b.
Supply the church with offering envelopes.

c.    Appoint assistants, as needed, subject to the confirmation of the pastors and deacons.

3. The Financial Secretary shall receive, count, record, and deposit all monies given to the

     church. Assistants appointed by the Financial Secretary shall assist in these duties. At least

     two people shall carry out this duty.

Section Eight - Sunday School Superintendent and Assistant

1.    The term of service shall be one year, Sept. 1 to August 31.

2.    The Superintendent shall:

a.
Have general oversight of the Sunday School.

b.
Direct promotion Sunday.

c.
Serve on the Christian Education Committee.




  d.    Conduct staff meetings as seems appropriate.

                  e.    Prepare a written annual report.

3.
The Superintendent shall work with the pastor to promote the study of the Word of God, visitation, church growth, and the maintaining of a dedicated staff of teachers, department heads and secretaries.

4.
The Assistant shall take the place of the superintendent in time of absence or incapacity, and help as needed.

ARTICLE EIGHT - COMMITTEES

Section One - Christian Education Committees

1.
The Christian Education Committee shall be the pastor(s), deacons, Sunday School Superintendent and assistant, and any others appointed by those just named.

2.
The Christian Education Committee shall appoint all teachers, leaders, and helpers in our multiple branches of Christian Education.

3.
The Christian Education Committee shall approve all curriculum for all ministries such as Sunday School, Youth Group, Vacation Bible School, all Youth Ministries, etc.

Section Two - Nominating Committee

1.
The nominating committee shall be one pastor, one deacon, one trustee, and the Sunday School Superintendent.

2.
The nominating committee shall prepare a slate of officers for church elections.  The process shall be:

a.
Make a public announcement of the coming election two months before it is to occur.

b.
Nominations can be submitted by the congregation to the nominating committee for one month after the public announcement.

c.
In the final month before the election the nominating committee shall review all nominations from the congregation and the committee itself; consider the nominees gifts and qualifications; and contact nominees to determine their willingness to serve.

d.
Prepare a final slate of nominees to be presented to the church at the stated election.  No nominations shall be accepted at the election meeting.

3.    In case of vacancy of an office the nominating committee shall bring any new nominee(s)

       before the church at a specially called business meeting.

Section Three - Auditing Committee

1.
The term of service shall be for one year, running from January 1st to December 31st.
2.
The auditing committee shall be two members appointed by pastor(s) and deacons and announced at the Fall Business Meeting.

3.
The auditing committee shall inspect all accounts and records of the treasurer and financial secretary, from January 1 through December 31 of the prior year and give the church a written report at the Winter Quarterly Business Meeting.

4.
The auditing committee shall have the liberty to examine all financial records at the request of pastor and deacons.

5.
The treasurer and financial secretary and assistants shall not be part of the auditing committee.

Section Four – Finance Committee
1.  The Finance Committee will consist of the Treasurer, the Financial Secretary, one Deacon, and two elected members.

2.   Term of Service for the two elected members shall be for one year, September 1 to August 31. 

3.  The Finance Committee shall be responsible for 


a. Preparing a proposed annual church budget to be voted on at the fall business 
                meeting.



b. Overseeing the investments of the Endowment Funds.

4.  In case of vacancy(s) pastors and deacons shall appoint new officers to fill the vacancy(s).
Section Five - Contract Committee

1. The Contract Committee shall be the Treasurer, Financial Secretary and Chairman of the Deacons.

2. The Contract Committee shall be responsible for preparing, presenting to the congregation and Pastors all legal contracts, and for the signing and binding of such contracts.

3. The Contracting Committee shall be responsible for setting the contracts before the Church Body for vote, according to the constitution.

4. All members of the Contract Committee will serve from January 1 to December 31.

ARTICLE NINE - MEETINGS

Section One - Quarterly Business Meetings
The quarterly business meetings shall be held once per quarter for a total of four times per year on a Sunday.

Section Two - Summer Meeting
The summer quarterly business meeting will double in purpose to serve as the annual meeting for those organizations whose schedule begins in September and ends in August, such as Sunday School, Ladies Missionary Society, Youth Programs.  The annual written reports are to be submitted to the church.

Section Three - Annual Business Meeting
The annual business meeting shall be held during the first quarterly business meeting (winter).  The annual written reports are to be given to the church at this time.

Section Four - Special Meetings
Special business meetings may be called at any time when the pastor and deacons deem it necessary.  Notice of all special business meetings shall be given from the pulpit at least one Sunday prior to the proposed meeting.

Section Five - Voting
25% of the adult active members shall constitute a quorum.  No absentee voting.  Voting shall be by ballot.  A majority vote (unless otherwise stipulated) is final.

Section Six

Active Members 18 yrs of age or older are eligible to vote.

Section Seven - Order
The business meetings of the church shall be conducted in an orderly manner.  Congregational votes shall take place after a motion has been made and seconded, with any necessary discussion completed.

Section Eight - Worship - Fellowship - Growth
The regular worship services of the church shall include the three Sunday meetings and 

mid-week Bible study and prayer.

Section Nine - Ordinances
Baptism and the Lord's Supper shall be observed at the discretion of the pastors and deacons.

Section Ten
No activity or meeting of any kind, outside the normal functions of the church shall be held at the church or in the name of the church without the approval of pastors and deacons.

ARTICLE TEN - GENERAL

Section One- Missions

It shall be the policy of this church to support missionaries, mission agencies and institutions engaged in evangelism and the establishing of indigenous churches of like faith as our own, and who are in agreement with our doctrinal position. This shall be done upon recommendation of the Pastor(s) and Deacons. These recommendations shall require a 3/4th affirmative vote of the church. Termination of support can only be made by a 3/4th vote of the church.

Section Two - Messengers
The church shall select and send messengers when at all possible to participate in ordination councils, recognition councils, meetings, etc., of those requesting and who are of like faith and practice.

Section Three - Ordination
If our church determines that one of its male members possesses qualifications and the call to the Lord's service, (and he desires the office of pastor) an examination council of pastors and brethren of like faith shall be convened.  Should the council approve of the candidate, the church shall proceed with ordination of the candidate.

Section Four - Auxiliary Organizations
1.
All groups such as athletic teams, choir, VBS, Ladies Missionary Society, ladies groups, various youth groups, etc., or any future formed organization not named in this Constitution are to be considered an integral part of this work and are not to function as separate entities.

2.
All officers and teachers shall be active members.

3.
There shall be no affiliations with other organizations outside the church except by approval of Pastor and deacons.

4.
All policies and procedures must be in agreement with the Constitution, Pastor, and Deacons.

5.
No organization shall start within the church except by agreement of Pastor and Deacons.

Section Five - Dissolution
In the event of the dissolution of Camden Baptist Church, all bills and liabilities shall be provided for and all assets shall be designated prior to dissolution, to another non-profit Baptist entity with the same doctrinal position.  No assets shall be divided among members or individuals.

ARTICLE ELEVEN - FINANCE

1 .The fiscal year shall be from January 1 through December 31.

2.
No monies shall be raised by the church except by freewill giving.

3.
The church shall not be used for any commercial purpose with the exception of the sale of Christian books, materials and music, as approved by the pastors and deacons.

ARTICLE TWELVE - AMENDMENTS

This Constitution may be amended, altered or revised at a regular quarterly or annual meeting by three-fourths vote of members present, provided such proposed changes were announced at the prior regular business meeting.

ARTICLE THIRTEEN - CANCELLATION

This Constitution, adopted August 21, 2005, shall supersede and cancel all previous constitutions and amendments.


